War is not a solution only negotiations will bring about peace & security
Palestinian-Israeli Peace NGO Forum Declaration

(Draft version 13.1.09)
In mourning of the great tragedy, immense human suffering and the disregarding for the value of life caused by the Gaza war, the members of the Palestinian-Israeli Peace NGO Forum issued the following joint statement:
For the past 3 years some 100 Palestinian and Israeli NGOs united under the umbrella of the Peace NGO Forum have been working together to end the occupation and promote a peaceful solution to our conflict. Even in this time of crises we remain firm in our belief that the future of our two peoples is interdependent and thus we continue to work together, keeping channels of communication open, sharing views, emotions and looking for ways to create breakthroughs between the two sides.
The Forum members strongly condemn the continued Israeli military attacks in the Gaza Strip, which is killing hundreds and wounding thousands of innocent unarmed civilians including infants and children, destroying of their homes, mosques, universities, schools as well as their infrastructure. While we in no way wish to equate the suffering of those in Gaza and those in Southern Israel, we condemn all violence against innocent lives, including the continued rocket attacks from Gaza on Israeli civilians and towns. 
We call for an immediate unconditional halt of all forms of military activities by all parties, and complete Israeli army withdrawal from the entire Gaza strip, and:

1. To lift the siege and open all passages and outlets of Gaza to allow free movement of goods and individuals including medical supplies, humanitarian aid, and reconstruction material into the Gaza Strip 
2. To establish an international contingent to effectively stop the smuggling and trafficking of weapons, rockets and explosives through the Egypt Gaza border.

3. To set for an international campaign to rebuild the Gaza Strip after the huge destruction caused by the war. 

Our many years of experience have taught us that only through political dialogue and diplomacy, and not through violence and force, can a peaceful and just solution be achieved. Therefore the Forum calls on the International Community to actively pursue the political process, together with the Palestinian and Israeli constituencies, aiming to end the occupation, establishing an independent Palestinian state through a just mutually agreed-upon resolution, ensuring the dignity, liberty and security of both nations and based on the Arab Peace Initiative.
